CUDWORTH'S SERMON

and that speculation, which will not render them any
thing the better in their lives or the liker unto God.
. . . We say "Lo, here is Christ'* and "Lo, there is
Christ" in these and these opinions; whereas, in truth,
Christ is neither here nor there nor anywhere but
where the Spirit of Christ, the life of Christ is/

'Knowledge indeed is a thing far more excellent
than riches, outward pleasures, worldly dignities, or
anything else in the world besides holiness, and the
conformity of our wills to the will of God; but yet
our happiness consisteth not in it but in a certain
Divine temper and constitution of soul, which is far
above it.*

'But it is a piece of corruption, that runneth
through human nature, that we naturally prize truth
more than goodness, knowledge more than holiness.
We think it a gallant thing to be fluttering up to
heaven with our wings of knowledge and speculation;
whereas, the highest mystery of a divine life here, and
of perfect happiness hereafter, consisteth in nothing
but mere obedience to the Divine will. Happiness is
that inward sweet delight that will arise from the
harmonious agreement between our wills and God's
will. There is nothing contrary to God in the whole
world, nothing that fights against him but self-wilL;
... It was by reason of this self-will that Adam fell (
in Paradise; that those glorious angels, those morning
stars, kept not their first station, but dropped down
from Heaven like falling stars, and sunk into this
condition of bitterness, anxiety and wretchedness, in
which now they are. They all entangled themselves
with the length of their own wings, they would needs
will more and otherwise than God would will in them;
and going about to make their wills wider, and to
enlarge them into greater amplitude, the more they
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